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F rom depression to a second world war and then into the
bitter beginnings of the Cold War, the 1930’s and 1940s

were some of the most difficult and challenging times America
and the world ever faced. During the early years of the Great
Depression, all service clubs suffered sharp drops in mem-
bership, and Civitan was no exception, decreasing in size
during the early thirties to only seventy two clubs.  Insuffi-
cient funding during the depression turned what might
otherwise have been normal, everyday problems into
crisis situations for Civitan.  Loss of mem-
bership, inadequate money, tensions
between staff and club members and of-
ficers, even questions related to the or-
ganizations’ basic purpose all plagued
Civitan during the 1930s. Indeed the ex-
istence of Civitan seemed at risk.

Yet neither Civitan Optimism nor its
most energetic efforts could shield the
organization from the drastic loss of members, nor from the non-
payment of dues and the resulting, devastating loss of revenue.

Because of these financial problems, in 1931 Civitan International
sold bonds to its members to help finance staff salaries and to cover
miscellaneous organizational expenses.  Members who returned the
bonds and forgave the debt that Civitan owed them were lavishly and
publicly praised at conventions during the 1930s.  The fiscal situation
would have been far worse had it not been for the actions of two past
presidents, Frederick E. Lykes of North Carolina and Harold
Tschudi of Maryland, who agreed to forgive half of the expenses
they had incurred in service to the Club. 

Far better was the example of the excellent, strong Toronto
Club that was founded in 1932 through the joint effort of the
Detroit Civitan Club and a former president of the Birmingham,
Alabama Club, K.Y. Benson, who had taken up residence in
Toronto. But Secretary Cumdy reconsidered his stand
against paid workers in 1935 when he told the convention
audience that volunteer efforts within Civitan were 
not succeeding in building clubs and reminded them that
the larger service clubs were successfully using paid 

organizers. In late
1937, as better
economic times
appeared on the
horizon, a field
representat ive
was hired to work
on the west coast
expansion where

Civitan clubs were often great distances from one another. 
Depression era clubs continued to give visible assistance to

[their] communities.  The Toronto club developed a camp for crip-
pled children, Chattanooga’s Club raised money for a children’s
hospital; Birmingham sponsored activities at a county orphanage;
and Civitans in Knoxville supported a hospital 

To treat patients with tuberculosis. Club in Georgia raised
money to build a facility to treat victims of infantile paralysis; the
Miami Club, through its radio program “Sunbeams and Shadows,”
raised more than $40,000.00 to provide services for the indigents;
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f e B r U a r Y  

February 23-25 Governor’s Update, Birmingham

M a r c H

March 10-13 Junior Civitan Dance a Thon, Myrtle Beach, SC

March 17-19 Region 7 Spring Meeting, Oklahoma City

March 24 Deadline ADDS and DELETES for April Billing

a P r i l

April 2 Centennial Leadership Team-District Board Meeting- 
Call 712-770-4010, access code 329057#.  
All reports due to District Secretary Carol Robertson 
no later than March 15th.

April 6-8 International Board of Directors Meeting/ 
April is Civitan Awareness Month

April 20 April dues delinquent after this date

April 30 Area Directors Reports Past Due

THE HEARTLAND EXPRESS
Heartland Express is the quarterly newsletter of the Heartland District Civ-
itans. It's your source for news of all activities and plans in our district and
a chance to get a little recognition for your club and share your Civitan
experience with other clubs across the five states of Heartland District.

Want to get on board the 
Heartland Express?
Send your photos and news
items for publication in the
newsletter to our editor, Ann
Livingston at alivpif01@aol.com. 

H e a r t l a n d  d i s t r i c t  c a l e n d a rH e a r t l a n d  d i s t r i c t  O f f i c e r s
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Civitan 
History:
1926-1950

(continued. from page one)

many clubs throughout America and
Canada sponsored Junior Civitan
Clubs. A trend was clearly observable
– Civitans were drawn to projects
that helped children and the
physically and mentally chal-
lenged of any age. 

In 1936 Civitan Interna-
tional took an important step
when it established a semi-of-
ficial relationship with the
growing number of women’s
auxiliaries that, following St.
Petersburg, Fla pattern,
sprang up in City after city.
Within a year, President 
C. Francis Cowdrey of Massa-
chusetts praised the ladies’
groups, but expressed con-
cern that the scattered units did not
use the same name.  He suggested
adoption of the name “Civinettes,”
but no official action was taken by the
organization. Civitan leaders praised
the ladies’ work as a natural one for the
wives of members, but a debate arose
in 1940. Mrs. Earl Qullian of Atlanta,
Georgia, and wife of a past president
quickly assured the convention that the
wives had no desire to be members;
they simply wanted a single name and
official recognition under those cir-
cumstances, a motion to recognize the
officially named Civitan Auxiliary unan-

imously carried in 1940, but with a re-
minder that the Auxiliary would receive
no financial support from the organiza-
tion for its projects. 

As the depression era eased, at
the 1939 convention a resolution
passed making the gladiolus the club
Flower.  The convention heard argu-
ments that the gladiolus was an
ideal choice because the flower,
like Civitan itself, was widely
and easily cultivated and
bloomed “upward”.

In 1941-1942 Civitan
experienced a divisive

internal board dispute be-
tween the president and the
secretary.  The dispute in-
tensified in 1942 due to ex-
penses incurred that were
not on the budget [as well as
someone owning] the Civitan
name and may reap financial
benefits from that ownership. 

This resulted in the
board asking the president

not to serve on the Executive Board
as past president and not rehiring the
secretary.

The 1943 convention amended
the constitution to allow local clubs
to decide independently on use of
the classification system were by
only one Lawyer, one Doctor, and
one Preacher was allowed in each
Club. Just as that decision permit-
ted some local club “discrimina-
tion” – that related to race.  [That
same Year] with “white” removed,
the 1943 convention issued an invi-
tation to a “Civitas” club in Mexico

to consider an official connec-
tion with [Civitan Interna-
tional]. This Latin American
prospect engendered great
excitement for CI members,
although an official relation-
ship with clubs in Mexico did
not occur for two decades.

The successful conclusion
of World War II, inaugurated a
period of rapid growth for
Civitan and other service
clubs. In the decade from
1946 to 1956 alone, Civitan tripled
in size and became the sixth largest
service club In the United States.

1 Armbrester, Margaret E, The Civitan Story
1917-1992, EBSCO Media, 1992, excerpts from
pages 43-50

c i v i t a n ’ s  s e c O n d  2 5  Y e a r s

1933 Franklin Delano Roosevelt became an honorary New York Civitan

1938 Civitan advocated passage of a bill in Congress that re-

quired aliens, after a residence of two years to begin steps

toward attaining citizenship or be subject to deportation.

1939 First Junior Civitan Club Initiation in East Nashville, Ten-

nessee

1940 Civitan International convention in Birmingham, Alabama

1946 The Civitan International Honor Key was first announced

in the March Civitan Magazine

1947 Bluebonnet Civitan Club of Dallas Texas established

1947 Membership of 10,000 had chartered 34 new clubs

1949 Benton Arkansas Civitan Club established

at the 1939
convention,
a resolution

passeD making
the glaDiolus

the club
floWer

During WorlD War ii, the shaDysiDe

civitan club in birmingham helD so many

successful bonD Drives that the army air

forces nameD a b-25 in the club's honor.
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Happy New Year Heartland Civi-
tans!  Well, as we move farther

into 2017 it is my hope that you are
celebrating Civitan’s Centennial by
creating “100” themed projects, pub-
licizing your other  club events and ac-
tively involving all of your club
members in all aspects of club activi-
ties.  Don’t forget to invite guests to
your projects and meetings!  I have
great expectations for our district and
that involves each and every one of
you! I ask for your support and active
engagement as we move forward to-
gether. There are several things that
you can do to “engage”:

Presidents and President-Elects:
Work together to ensure that you are
actively using “your” Honor Club ap-
plication. Be sure to check off the
items that you have done so far this
year and make plans now to com-
plete the remaining items. Presidents:
I need your help with ensuring  that
you include recruiting one new mem-
ber this year so that you will qualify as
a Distinguished President. Honor
Club recognition is more than just an
award. It is a roadmap to ensure that
each Civitan receives a well-rounded
program and it ensures that the club
is on firm footing for the future.

Membership is very important!
We are currently at 1060 members
which is a decrease of 32 members
from the 1092 members that we
started with on October 1st. Thank

you to the clubs that have
added members this year!
That is really appreciated!
I have noticed that some
clubs are more diligent
with the deletion side of
their membership roll
management while they
neglect the additions side.
This is not beneficial to
your club nor to the District. If you
have deleted members from your
club this year and have not added
members, then please schedule an
activity that will highlight the suc-
cesses of your club and invite guests
to come to the event. Social events
and projects have been proven to be
more successful than just inviting
guests to meetings. However, both
are important! The bottom line is that
recruitment of new members is very
important to your club! A great idea
is to recruit two members for every
one you delete. If you haven’t deleted
any members this year, that is awe-
some and VERY appreciated but still
plan to add one new member per
quarter.  Keep in mind that there are
some great rewards and incentives for
recruiting new members! Be sure to
report your additions in a timely man-
ner to Civitan International.

New Club Building:  I am looking
for established clubs in the District to
partner with me to sponsor/build new

Civitan clubs in your imme-
diate community.  Please
note that two New Club
Building Webinars were
conducted on February 12
and 13 by Louis Stephens,
Vice President Leadership
and Membership. These
webinars were very inform-
ative! I would like to thank

those Civitans who took time to at-
tend these sessions !    If you are an
Accredited or a Certified Club Builder,
I ask that you engage  with me to build
a new club this quarter, time is very im-
portant and to be honest, time is not
on our side. I am very excited about
the incentives New Club Building
Teams will earn by building a new
club. Did you know that Civitan Inter-
national has $1000 in Civitan Bucks for
Convention Registration for the Club
Building Teams and New Club Charter
Officers as well as other club develop-
ment money and recognition items?
Check it out at www.civitan.org. Newly
chartered clubs receive a special Cen-
tennial banner and Charter Certificate
and new Charter Civitans receive a
special Centennial Charter Member
certificate. If you are interested in
building a new club, act now to let me
know that you are committed to build-
ing a new club and I will work with you
to make it happen! I am also looking
for Master Club Builders and Certified

Club Builders to serve as Leads on
Building Teams, call me today!

There are several events that I
would ask that each club plan to at-
tend: First is your Area meeting when
your Area Director schedules it. At this
time, Areas 1, 2, 5 have held their
meeting and Areas 3 and 6 have
scheduled their meetings for April
8th.   If you are in Area 3 and 6, please
plan on attending your respective
area meeting!  

I am pleased to also inform you
that we are on track to hold  our Re-
gion 7 meeting at the 21c Hotel in
Oklahoma City on March 17-19, 2017.
Registration forms and information  in
this newsletter and are available on-
line at our Website and Facebook
pages!  Register now as we are going
to have a great time!   On June 24-27,
we will be in Birmingham for our Cen-
tennial Celebration Convention.
Hopefully, you have registered al-
ready but if not don’t worry, registra-
tion is available on our International
website: www.civitan.org. Our final
event this year will be our Annual Civ-
itan Convention on September 1-3,
2017 in Branson, MO. Registration in-
formation will be placed on the web-
site on April 1st. 

Thank you for everything you do in
the name of Civitan in your community.
Feel free to call or email me anytime.

Yours in Civitan,
Frank

G o v E r n o r ’ s M E s s a G E
By Frank Kelley, Heartland District Governor, 2016-2017



BOBtales
I just returned from the

Governor-Elect Training
Academy in Birmingham—
three days of intensive train-
ing to prepare me to
become Governor of the
Heartland District in October
2017. Twenty-one of the
twenty-three governor-elects
from the United States and Canada were
at the training. What a great experience!

President-Elect Kendyl Massey
lead much of the training. She told
one story—often told in motivational
settings—that bears repeating.

A young woman named Brittney
told her mother Susan how hard
things were for her and that she
wanted to give up. Susan took Brit-
tney to the kitchen. Susan filled three
pots with water and placed each on a
high fire. When they came to a boil,
Susan placed a carrot in the first pot,
an egg in the second, and ground
coffee beans in the last.

In about twenty minutes, Susan
turned off the burners and asked
her daughter, “What do you see?”
“A carrot, an egg, and coffee,” Brit-
tney replied. Susan brought her
closer and asked her to feel the
softness of the carrot, then to take
the egg and break it. Finally, she
asked her to sip the coffee. Brittney
smiled as she tasted its rich aroma,

then asked, “What’s the
point, mother?”

Susan explained that
each of these objects had
faced the same adversity -
boiling water. However,
each had reacted differ-
ently. The carrot went in
strong and hard. However,
the boiling water changed

the carrot to become soft and weak.
The egg had been fragile, but the
boiling water changed the egg to be-
come hardened! However, the water
did not change the coffee beans; the
coffee beans changed the water.

“Which are you?” Susan asked
her daughter. “Are you a carrot, an
egg, or a coffee bean?”

When things are at their worst, do
you let the situation change you? Do
you get weaker, like the carrot? Do
you become rigid, like the boiled
egg? Or do you enrich the situation
around you, like the coffee beans en-
riched the water?

centennial 
leadership team:

If you are a President’s Council
Member, Thank YOU!  If you are not,
it is easy to join and it is only $10 a
month and it supports our Planned
Giving Campaign. If you would like
to join, please contact IPG Marcia or
myself. We would love to pin you at
our upcoming Region
meeting.

I have learned that
registration for the  2017
Civitan Centennial Cele-
bration Convention to
be held in Birmingham
in June 2017 is now over 

900 and it isn’t even December yet!
Thank you to those that registered
but we still need to make sure that
every club (Adult-Campus-Junior) is
represented in Birmingham. I would
love to see us accomplish  100% of
District Clubs in attendance! Thank
you for your support!

Warmest Regards, Frank
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G o v E r n o r - E l E c t ’ s M E s s a G E
By Bob Shell, Heartland District Governor-Elect, 2016-2017

E d i t o r’s M E s s a G E
Hello Fellow Centennials!

The history of Civitans during the second twenty-five
years (1926-1950) was one of growing pains and difficulty
due to World War 1 and the depression. Like all organi-
zations changes in resources affected them greatly. Be
sure to read how they made it through.

What will your club do to celebrate 100 Civitan
years? Feed 100 people, fill 100 backpacks, spend
$100.00 on a need cause? Please send me your story.

Be sure to attend our Region 7 meeting on
March 17-19 in Oklahoma City. Registration form included on page 6 of this
issue or go online to Civitan.org/heartland//Downloads/Region7-
Meeting-Registration.pdf.

Did you know that the Civitan International Research Center’s  Rita Cow-
ell will do a skype with your club? Contact her at 205-975-7466.

Civitan International is still in the planning stages for the research center tours.
When the planning is complete, those of you who have registered for the Birm-
ingham convention will be getting an email with instructions. Pre-info, you may
have to choose a particular day for your tour.

Ann Livingston, Heartland District newsletter



send YOUr reGistratiOn (POstMarKed) BY feBrUarY 24tH! 
tHanK YOU!!! 

make checks payable to: gsWcD 
Mail registration to: Dan Brown6204 Keyenta Pl. NW Albuquerque, NM 87120
(Phone 505-228-1553) 

Name _______________________________________________________________ 

Email ____________     ______________ Club_________________________________

Spouse/Guest ________________________________________________________

Or signup online with credit card – http://www.signupgenius.com/go/

YOUr reGistratiOn inclUdes: 
Centennial celebration • Saturday Breakfast • Saturday Lunch • Transportation to DRTC 

item cost People $ total 

Registration $ 95.00 X ____________= $____________
Before 2/24/17

Registration $ 115.00 X ____________= $____________
2/25/17 to
3/10/17
TOTAL 

$____________
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tentative scHedUle

Friday, March 17
4:00 – 6:00 PM Registration desk opens 
6:30 – 8:30 PM Centennial Birthday Party celebration. Heavy Hors d’ oeuvres,

cash bar, green beer, dancing, karaoke, mega fun! 
9PM – 1:00 AM Hospitality Room 
Saturday, March 18
6:00 – 8:00 AM Breakfast for all 
6:45 AM Past Governors Breakfast
8:15 AM Opening Session-Dan Brown Region 7 Director, Duane Capps

Civitan International President, International candidates 
9:15 AM Workshop: “The Art of Creative Club Leadership”
10:15 AM Dr. Mark Bolding LIVE from the Civitan International Neu-

roimaging Lab
11:00 AM Travel to Dale Rogers Training Center (DRTC)
11:30 AM Welcome and charter ceremony for Happy Trails Civitan Club

(DRTC)
12:00 PM Lunch (DRTC)
12:30 PM Afternoon Program (DRTC)
3:30-5:30 PM Workshops: Civitan for the Next 100 years and Social Media 

Want to add a little Spice?
7:00 – 9:00 PM Talent/No-Talent Show (Pennies for CIRC)
9:00 – 11:00 PM Hospitality room

Sunday, March 19
Happy trails and see you in Birmingham! 

civitan international region 7 Meeting 
Great southwest and Heartland district 
March 17-19, 2017
21c Museum Hotel, 900 West Main street, Oklahoma city, OK 73106 

The fabulous, NEW, 21C Museum Hotel will be our host venue for the first-ever joint meeting of the Great Southwest and Heartland Districts! 
Guaranteed rate of $100 + tax =$113.88 (Ask for the Civitan rate). The online rate is $229 Call 405-982-6900. 

Deadline for Discount rate is february 24, 2017 
Located on the West End of downtown, along Film Row, and occupying the historic Ford Motor Company Assembly Plant, 21c Museum Hotel
Oklahoma City is a 135-room boutique hotel, contemporary art museum, cultural civic center, and home to Mary Eddy’s Kitchen & Lounge.
Check out their website: http://www.21cmuseumhotels.com/oklahomacity/
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Here’s how it works:  
Develop, plan and im-
plement a project that
highlights our 100th
anniversary by creative use of
the number 100. You decide how to
use 100. Put together 100 backpacks
for students in need or plant 100 tree
saplings to help the environment or
serve 100 meals on wheels, or do 100
backflips (okay, you maybe skip the
backflips, but you get the idea.) The
deadline to complete the project is
100 days after the March 17th 100th
anniversary or June 25, 2017. You will
have until July 15, 2017 to submit the
award application.

The District will have a
special, -this year only-
award for this great 
100 PERCENTENNIAL
project. There is a spe-

cial award application to highlight
how you have promoted and cele-
brated our 100th anniversary. The
president of every club that submits
an application will receive a centen-
nial pin and 100 percent of the
membership from the club that 
receives the award for the best 
100 PERCENTENNIAL project will
receive a special Heartland 100
PERCENTENNIAL pin. 

area 1 & area ii Meeting

To emphasize Governor Frank Kelly’s 100 year Celebration announcements;
Dale deReign, Don Schultz and Bob Shell wrote 100 on their bald heads in surprise
support of the Centennial. 

About 30 people from all over these areas attended to hear and see all the
other projects Civitans had and were going to participate in. Our Judge Advocate
Bill Busher came to support and give information about the Civitan International
Board. Speaker Governor Frank Kelly presented video on the Civitan Research
Center, encouraged each club to Celebrate 100 years with their own clubs, and
gave information about our Region 7 meeting in Oklahoma City. As discussion
was had about reviewing the  the district awards as well as the type of awards.
Past Governor Marcia Dechand
encouraged us to sign up for the
president’s council as well as
gave information on all the other
funds accepting donations.
Governor Elect Bob Shell will be
visiting each club in the Heart-
land District to see the talents
each club has. 

How Will You 
celebrate the 

civitan centennial?
100 PErcEntEnnial Project

• 100 years of Civitan Service
• 100 percent of Heartland clubs with community building spirit
• 100 days to showcase how your Civitan club makes 

a positive difference
• 100 percent of the clubs celebrate

let’s have 100 percent participation in this centennial
celebration.  Promote our 100 years of service!

let’s celebrate our 
civitan centennial around 

the Heartland district!
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CeNteNNiaL ProjeCts/FuND raisers

1. Collect 100 cans of food for food pantry, 100
coats for children, etc.

2. Do 100 hours of community service. Keep a log.
3. Gather 100 Civitan members & local people for a

centennial trash pick-up day.
4. Host a centennial silent auction and use pro-

ceeds for community projects.
5. Help 100 needy families throughout the year.
6. Organize a centennial beautification project

somewhere in your community.
7. Build 100 feet of wheelchair ramps for under-

privileged disabled people/families.
8. Paint a park bench to celebrate 100 years of CIVI-

TAN.
9. Plant a tree in the community with Centennial

placard.
10. Work with local Chamber of Commerce to de-

clare a CIVITAN Day of Service.
11. Coordinate a 100-mile bike rally, walk-a-thon,

run with a centennial theme.
12. As part of a community project, plant a centen-

nial vegetable garden.
13. Organize a book drive & read to children at your

local school or library.
14. Host a service project marathon. Pledge to vol-

unteer 100 hours.
15. Hold a CIVITAN booth/bake sale at local flea

market.
16. Host an Easter Egg Hunt for 100 Special Needs

children.
17. Have members donate 100 pints of blood to

Red Cross.
18. Host a Centennial lunch/dinner and feed 100

Veterans.
19. Sponsor 100 Special Needs Children to attend a

week long Summer Camp/Camp Civitan. 20.
Sponsor a Heritage Day demonstrating all types
of vintage crafts. Invite children.

21. Host a picnic for 100 Special Needs Families
and promote your club.

22. Purchase 100 toys for foster children.
23. Place 100 Flags throughout your city/town on

Flag Day.
24. Purchase 100 t-shirts in support of the local

Special Olympics participants.
25. Give away 100 care packages (toiletries, snacks,

etc.) to the homeless.
￼￼CeNteNNiaL PubLiC reLatioNs-PromotioNs

26. CIVITAN Centennial displays at fairs, libraries,
grocery stores, empty storefronts, etc.

27. Articles in local newspaper.
28. Newspaper ad – 1⁄2 page or full page with

old/new pictures.
29. Write local CIVITAN history.
30. Use local TV or radio.
31. Collect and display trivia and/or photos of your

CIVITAN Club.
32. Publish history tidbits/fun facts in CIVITAN

newsletter.
33. Have Mayor to proclaim “CIVITAN

Day/Week/Month/Year.
34. Display CIVITAN Club history at the city/county

library.
35. Have a CIVITAN float in a parade.
36. Promote CIVITAN International Research Center.
37. Collect 100 stories of how CIVITAN has made a

difference to families, communities, etc.
38. Use CIVITAN Centennial logo on all materials.
39. Collect and display historical CIVITAN items

from members/former members.
40. Post a birthday countdown to build excitement

to March 17, 2017.
41. Create a centennial calendar and plan one activ-

ity a month that celebrates 100 years.
42. Write a letter to the editor listing 100 reasons to

volunteer, highlighting CIVITAN century of serv-
ice.

43. Partner with local museums to create a centen-
nial display.

44. Purchase CIVITAN Centennial supply house
items and give as gifts.

45. Invite local celebrities or prominent people to
help celebrate CIVITAN’s centennial by speaking
at your club meetings, etc.

46. Partner with your JUNIOR CIVITAN Club to talk
about CIVITAN – its history & volunteerism.

47. Display a CIVITAN Hall of Fame wall or bulletin
board at your local Library, Community Center.

48. Create a centennial scrapbook of CIVITAN his-
tory.

49. Create flyers with CIVITAN history & current in-
formation for stands at libraries, Chamber of
Commerce, welcome centers, etc.

50. Interview former members about their first
memories of CIVITAN.

51. Use local TV station for “Historical Moment”
from CIVITAN’s history.

52. Make a DVD. Interviews with members and
record all celebrations.

53. Rent a billboard to advertise 100th birthday.
￼CeNteNNiaL eveNts

54. Secure sponsors for centennial event.
55. Hold a city/town centennial celebration.
56. Present history of CIVITAN/JUNIOR CIVITAN at

local high school.
57. Let them eat cake...birthday cake that is! Serve

at meetings & events.
58. Host a centennial poster contest for kids, Junior

Civitans, etc.
59. Give a centennial gift to your city/town commu-

nity center.
60. Host a centennial photo contest.
61. Host a centennial classic car show featuring ve-

hicles from every century.
62. Challenge your club to collectively lose 100

pounds by the end of 2017.
63. Host a centennial sock hop for adults with intel-

lectual disabilities.
64. Create a centennial Christmas tree with 1917

era decorations.
65. Coordinate a centennial festival. Offer games,

food, activities that were popular 100 years ago.
66. Initiate a centennial essay contest.
67. Conduct a centennial conference or seminar fo-

cused on volunteerism.
68. Bury a time capsule with CIVITAN memorabilia.
69. Host a heritage day where old projects, newslet-

ters, etc. are displayed.
70. Host a business-after-hours for the local Cham-

ber of Commerce.
71. Sponsor a cook-off contest.
72. Host a centennial booth at the local farmers’

market.
73. Host a centennial benefit concert.
74. Host a 100th birthday party & invite at-risk chil-

dren.
75. Host a historical dinner featuring costumes,

food & music from 1917.
76. Hold a centennial progressive dinner...feature

highlights of CIVITAN history at each location.
77. Recognize past presidents with small gift and

time to reflect.
78. Attend the CIVITAN Centennial International

Convention on June 24-27, 2017.

79. Share CIVITAN history with other civic groups-
Rotary, Lions, Optimist, etc.

80. Host a Centennial Clergy Appreciation Meeting.
81. Plan a trip to Centennial International Conven-

tion and tour your World Headquarters and CIV-
ITAN Research Center.

82. Perform skit showing CIVITAN at various times.
CeNteNNiaL membersHiP-GroWtH oPPortuNities

83. Sponsor New Member. Earn your 1st Sponsored
CIVITAN Centennial Pin.

84. Sponsor a new Centennial CIVITAN Club or a
new Junior Civitan Club.

85. Hold a Homecoming reunion of former mem-
bers. Give them the opportunity to re-join your
club.

86. Write “thank you” notes to former members or
supporters.

87. Develop strategies to engage younger mem-
bers.

88. Build New Centennial Civitan Club and earn
your Centennial Builder Crest/Blazer.

89. Recruit and add 10+ new members and earn
$100 in Civi-Bucks.

90. Sponsor a second New Member and earn a Cen-
tennial Lanyard.

91. Invite 100 friends to join CIVITAN.
92. Sponsor 4 New Members earning recognition

on the Members Sponsorship Team MST. 93.
Conduct a membership drive to ensure the next
100 years.

94. Advertise “CIVITAN Associate Member” and
what is available to them.

95. Sponsor six members and earn your Centennial
Engraved Name Badge.

CeNteNNiaL DoNatioNs oPPortuNities

96. Identify 10 members to contribute $100 to CIV-
ITANS-at-the-Helm.

97. Nominate/Begin a CIVITAN Fellow for a long
time member to present to him/her during a
special club/district meeting/convention.

98. Give $100 to the CIVITAN Foundation.
99. Participate in the Civitan Golf Benefit or Putt &

Chip at Centennial International Convention. 
100. Purchase a brick for the Civitan Headquarters

Restoration Project.
HaPPY CeNteNNiaL

100 Years of Helping Communities!
Louis Stephens, VP Membership—Leadership
louis@civitan.org – 800-CIVITAN (248-4826) Ext.
119￼￼￼

100 WaYs to Celebrate 100 Years!
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sponsor 1st Member 
Earns First Sponsorship pin. Can be received only for those who
sponsor very first member into Civitan. 

sponsor 1st centennial Member 
Receive Centennial Sponsor pin. Received for sponsoring
1st member of the centennial year (October 1, 2016
through September 30, 2017) 

sponsor two Members 
Receive Centennial lanyard. 

sponsor 
Four Members 
Receive Centennial 2016-17 MST recognition/pin (name also ap-
pears on the ‘Super Recruiter’ list in Civitan Magazine.) 

sponsor six Members 
Receive Centennial logo name badge and invi-
tation to a special president’s reception at the
International Convention in Birmingham. 
(Receive reception invite if accomplished by
June 15, 2017)

Founder’s day drawing 
March 17, 2017, International President Duane Capps,
MST will conduct a drawing where 10 members will re-
ceive their registrations and four nights lodging at the
Birmingham International Centennial Convention. En-
tries will be for each member a Civitan sponsors.
(No limit to number of entries and No double winners) 

one-a-Month level – 

sponsor 12 members/$200 donation 
In your name to Civitans-at-the-Helm for the club of your choice or towards a
person’s Civitan International Fellow (Foundation Shropshire, Research Center,
Freedom, Sustaining Research Center, or Junior Civitan) or towards your annual
President’s Council contribution
(Donations may be divided) 

two-a-Month level – 

sponsor 24 members/$500 donation 
In your name to Civitans-at-the-Helm for the club of your choice or towards a
person’s Civitan International Fellow (Foundation Shropshire, Research Center,
Freedom, Sustaining Research Center, or Junior Civitan) or towards your annual
President’s Council contribution
(Donations may be divided) 

2016-2017

CENTENNIAL INCENTIVES FOR
CIVITANS WHO SPONSOR NEW MEMBERS

SPONSORSHIP AWARDSSPONSORSHIP AWARDSSPONSORSHIP AWARDS
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c i v i B e a r n e W s :

a Busy Fall 2016 
semester with the
tcc campus 
civitan club

CiviBear was
glad for a Christmas
break after non-stop
action with the TCC
Campus Civitan
Club this fall. One of
the highlight meet-
ings welcomed Miss Wheelchair
Oklahoma as the speaker … so in-
spirational and CiviBear had several
new friends in attendance.

TCC Campus Civitan sponsors
the Practical Living Skills class, a
program for college-age individuals
with developmental disabilities. As
an end of semester celebration, the
club provided pizza and a fun game
of “left, right” pass the gifts to a
special version of Twas the Night
Before Christmas. 

TCC Campus Civitan has won-
derful partners in Starlight Civitan,
Metro Tulsa Civitan, and The Bridges
Foundation in Tulsa, OK. We spon-
sored two projects and had the sup-
port of these partners. The TCC
Civitan Halloween Dance & Carnival

hosted nearly 200 participants with 60
volunteers. CiviBear’s favorite spot
was the photo booth, trying on all the
costumes and posing for pictures!

The Winter Basket project cre-
ated 23 huge plastic tubs of food that
were enthusiastically decorated and
filled by participants of The Bridges
Foundation and members of all three
Civitan clubs. The food was distrib-
uted to families who have children
with developmental disabilities.

CiviBear is enjoying her adven-
tures in Oklahoma and hopes to see
you all at the Oklahoma City Region
7 Meeting in March!

noc Enid campus
civitan club serves
the community
By Melonee Spurlock, Sponsor NOC Enid
Campus Civitan Club

The Fall semester for the NOC
Enid Campus Civitan Club provided
many opportunities for the students
to serve the Enid community.  We
rang bells for the Salvation Army, col-
lected food for the local Food Bank,
worked alongside the Enid Civitans to
spruce up the Civitan Homes here,
and danced the night away at the Hal-
loween Dance for the handicapped
people of Enid.  The interaction the
students had with the people in the
Civitan Homes was rewarding.  It was
obvious the people were very appre-
ciative of the student’s participation,
and a great experience for the stu-
dents to be a part of.   We look for-
ward to the 2017 Spring Semester
and new opportunities to serve.

Junior civitan 
dance-a-thon 
March 10-13, 2017
Myrtle Beach, south carolina, 

What is Dance-a-thon? It’s a dance
marathon! We dance and we dance –
for 12 hours straight – and we do it to
help others. Who can come? Any Jun-
ior Civitan who raises enough money.
Junior Civitan who raises enough sup-
port gets to take part in a 12-hour
dance marathon to raise money for
the Civitan International Foundation
and our flagship project, the UAB Civ-
itan International Research Center!
This event has raised over $1.1 million
since its inception.

Combined effort by Tulsa Civitan Community College, Starlight Civitan Club ,
Metro Tulsa Civitan Club and the Bridges Foundation to provide food for families
in need.
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Wichita civitans
Keep Busy

The Civitan
Club of Wi-
chita has been
involved with
several events.
They are in
their 97th year
of continuous
service to the

community with a wide variety of ac-
tivities since October:

• Delivery of food commodities once
a month to approximately 100 sen-
ior citizens.

• Assisting the Salvation Army’s fund
raising on four days in November
by ringing bells at their collection
sites.

• Assisting The Arc of Sedgwick
County’s “The Arc’s Lights”, by
helping collect donations from
people who came out to see their
annual Christmas Lights display.

• Conducted a successful fundraiser
of selling Krispy Crème Donuts
during a local festival.

• Conducted a successful fall fresh
fruit sale netting approximately
$1,300.

• Have made their Civitan Commu-
nity House available to an average
of 6 other groups each month.

• Preparations are also being made
for their annual Chili Feed, a
fundraiser to benefit local Special
Olympic team on Feb. 24th.

announcing a new 
Junior civitan club

Civitan International, Heartland District
Governor Frank Kelley, Junior Civitan

Governor Avery Elliott, 
Junior Civitan Chair Carolyn

Edwards and West Little Rock Civitan
Club President Jack Fournier are happy to

announce a new club:

saint edward 
Junior civitan club
Charter Number 2758

Charter Date: November 18, 2016

Who’s Who in the
Heartland

Patty Bottorff
She’s the woman!
Member since 1985, Past Heartland
Governor, Past Area I Director, Past
President, Topeka, Kansas.
Please extend your hand and get to
know Patty.

Bartlesville’s
ladder day saints 

Thanks to all the Bartlesville
Civitans who grabbed their ladders
and staple guns, and braved a bit-
terly cold day to help hang Christ-
mas lights on Building G at the
Bartlesville Senior Citizen Apart-
ments. Also warm thanks to those
who stayed indoors to put together
all the gifts to give the residents at
their annual Christmas dinner. To
top it all off the Bartlesville Club
also returned  on January 7th to
take down the lights.

little rock’s
Historic Meeting
Old State House 
was the topic of
discussion of the
Little Rock Civitan
meeting on No-
vember 17th. The
discussion was
conducted by Rae
Ann Fields. The
Old State House Museum is the origi-
nal State Capitol of Arkansas. Since
1833, when construction began, the
building and its grounds have wit-
nessed many of the most important
events in Arkansas history. The Old
State House has hosted the admission
of Arkansas into the Union, a fatal knife
fight between two sitting legislators,
the Arkansas vote to secede from the
United States and join the confederacy,
legislation pioneering medical research
into hookworm and malaria and two
acceptance speeches by the President
of the United States. For more see
www.oldstatehouse.com
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ROBERT
“BOB”
JONES
candidate civitan international
President elect 2017-2018

I am excited to
announce that I
am a candidate
for Civitan Inter-
national President
Elect 2017-2018.
In 1989 I was in-
vited to attend a
Civitan meeting
and my first ques-
tion was, “What is
Civitan?” I have found that Civitan is a
group of caring people all working to-
gether to help make our community’s
and world a better place.

I served as District Governor in
2008-2009, and as International Direc-
tor 2013-2015. At our 2016 Interna-
tional Convention I was honored to
receive the International Honor Key.

I want to help Civitan make a dif-
ference in our communities and world
by working together. We have to em-
brace our Junior Civitan as they are
the future of our organization.

My goal is to see our organization
move into the next century of service
making our world a better place.

I invite you to attend the Interna-
tional Convention in Birmingham and
I would appreciate your support.

district service
•NCDW Governor 2008—2009 
•NCDW Governor-Elect 2007— 2008 
•NCDW Lt. Governor 
•District Fund Raising Chair 
•District Fruit Cake Chair 
•District Sales and Marketing 
•Special Olympics Volunteer 
local & state 
•Victory Junction Chair 
•District Judge Advocate 
Honors and awards 
•International Honor Key 
•International Foundation Fellow 
•NCDW District Honor Key 
•NCDW Governor’s Honor Key 
•NC District East Fellow 
•NC District West Fellow 
•Outstanding Lt. Governor 
•Outstanding Cabinet Member 
•Victory Junction Fellow 
•ARC Distinguished Service 
•Club Honor Key 
•Distinguished Club President 
international service
•International Director Region 3 - 2013-
2015

•International Committee—“Civitan
Traditions”

•Governor Elect Academy
•Presenter at District Conventions
•President’s Council
•Certified Club Builder
•Assisted with Club Builds:
•Tillery Area Civitan & Joy Civitan Clubs
•Attended 8 International Conventions
•Fundraiser at 8 Breakthru Golf Tourna-
ment

Miracles do 
Happen

Harold Connell, Wichita,  at-
tended homecoming at his Alta
Mata, McPherson College, located in
McPherson, KS, on a Saturday last Oc-
tober.   While there, he attended a foot-
ball game at the stadium.  Shortly after
halftime, an announcement was made
over the PA system that “someone has
turned in what appears to be a tie tac
which says ‘Civitan International Presi-
dent’.  If you have lost such an item,
please come up to the press box to
claim it.”    

Harold thought to himself there
are no other Civitans that he was
aware of that would be attending
McPherson College’s homecoming,
so perhaps someone had attended a
high school event sometime previ-
ously and lost it.  He went up to the 

box and it was a club officer’s
President’s pin.  He took it and
then when he got home, sent
an e-mail to club presidents
and others throughout the Dis-

trict about the pin.  
A few days later, he received a re-

sponse from Jarold Hopkins, Hutchin-
son Civitan Club President. Hopkins
had attended a sporting event at the
McPherson College Football Stadium
the Friday night before and then on
Saturday he discovered that his Pres-
ident’s pin was missing.  He thought
he had misplaced it or lost it some-
where in Hutchison.  How ironic that
two Civitans, neither who live in
McPherson, KS, happened to be at
the same site within 24 hours!  It is in-
deed a miracle that Harold was able
to claim Jarold’s lost pin and return it
to him. Also note the similarity of
these two gentlemen’s first names.

Mystery civitan adds suspense 
and Fun to Meetings

A mystery Civitan is an appointed Civitan who when called upon at the end
of the meeting names the fourth person present who has shaken their hand.  That
person receives a small token gift (like a candy bar or a dollar coin).  The winner
secretly appoints a new Mys-
tery Civitan prior to the clubs’s
next meeting.  It has been a tra-
dition in the Little Rock Civitan
Club since well before 1980.  It’s
a small incentive to promote
fellowship.



13

H e a r t L a N D  e X P r e s s F i r s t  Q u a r t e r  2 0 1 7

The total 2015-2016 Heartland District —
President Council Members: 138
President’s council
If you are not currently a member of
the President’s Council - will you con-
sider joining?  For just $10.00 mini-
mum per month, you can help secure
Civitan’s longevity - by ensuring con-
tinued services and charitable com-
munity support for years to come.

Each member receives:
• A distinctive lapel pin identifying
them as a member of the President’s
Council. (I will have applications &
pins available at Heartland District
meetings to “pin” those who join
there!)

• Member’s names are prominently
displayed in the foyer of the Civitan
International World Headquarters
in Birmingham, Alabama

• Each member receives an invitation
to one of Civitan’s most notable so-
cial events, the President’s Council
Reception, held each year during
the International Convention.

(**You won’t want to miss the 100th Anniver-
sary Reception this year in Birmingham!!**)

civitans at the Helm:

The Heartland Dis-
trict set a pretty
hefty benchmark
last year - raising a
total of $58,507.91,
with 33 of our ac-
tive 41 clubs par-
ticipating and 31
clubs reaching at
least Helmsman
Award level sta-
tus!!  Hooray for
us!!!  Our District

received Navigator Level Recognition
last year!  (As you raise your CATH
funds, please consider sending them
to Civitan International AS EARLY AS
POSSIBLE in order to ensure the great-
est amount of “match” funds from the
Chesapeake District.)
This year, we have 42 active Heart-

land District clubs and we would love
to have 100% participation with every
Heartland club supporting our com-
mitment to our flagship project - The
Civitan International Research Center. 

Qualifying contributions include:
• Any donation explicitly directed to
support this project

• The Annual Civitan International
Golf Benefit

• Coin Box proceeds   
• Personal gifts

Award Recognition Levels are:
Banner Patches are Awarded to
Clubs & Districts:
• Helmsman $10
per member average

• Navigator $25
per member average

• Captain $50
per member average

• Commodore $75
per member average

• Admiral $100 
per member average

• Admiral of the Fleet            $200 
per member average

as we begin this 2nd Quarter of the 2016-2017 Civitan year, I want to update
everyone in the Heartland District as to our participation to date in the Civitan

International Foundation and Fundraising Programs.  I plan to present (or have
presented) information on these programs at each of the Area meetings across
the District, the Region 7 Spring Meeting in Oklahoma City, the Heartland District
Convention in Branson as well as present updated information throughout the
year through our website and the Heartland Express newsletter.

The attached graphs show our participation through the end of the 1st Quarter
2016-2017 - i.e. 12/31/16 - in each of the programs.  Historically, the first quarter of
the new Civitan year gets off to a slow start as clubs are busy with the holidays and
local fundraising efforts in their own communities.  However, things really start to
pick up in the 2nd quarter as everyone sets new fundraising goals/projections for
the year for their clubs as well as personally and support of Civitan International
events, such as the Golf Tournament, Putt-N-Chip, etc. start to pick up steam!
On the attached graphs, I have also included last year’s Heartland District contri-
butions - to use as a goal - for us to reach and exceed this 2016-2017 year!!  

Won’t you help us??

Heartland Foundation & Fundraising
By foundation liaison Marcia dechand



14

H e a r t L a N D  e X P r e s s F i r s t  Q u a r t e r  2 0 1 7

Total 2015-16 Candy Box funds submitted
to Civitan International by Heartland District
Civitans:   $13,565.54.

candy Box:
The Candy Box
Project began in
Louisville, Ken-
tucky and was im-
m e d i a t e l y
s u c c e s s f u l !
Candy box con-
tracts are signed
with Civitan Inter-
national (who
handles all ex-
penses associ-
ated with the
Candy Boxes) and local Civitan volun-
teers service each box placed.  After
all expenses, the Candy Box Project
provides grant funding to support the
$20 million commitment to help fund
the UAB Civitan International Re-
search Center.
The proceeds from the operation of
the Candy Box Project are disbursed
as follows:
25% funds retained by the Club
75% remitted to Civitan Interna-
tional Candy Box Project
Club funds shall be used only for
activities dealing with/relating to
assisting persons with mental or

physical disabilities.

Total 2015-16 Coin Box funds submitted to
Civitan International by Heartland District
Civitans:   $6,460.89.

coin Box:
The Coin Box Project began as
an alternate choice to Candy
Boxes for helping Civitans and
their communities, as a deposi-
tory for loose change left by pa-
trons.  Coin Box contracts are
signed with Civitan International
and local Civitan volunteers serv-
ice each box.
Coin Box proceeds are dis-

bursed as follows:  50% funds re-
tained by the Club and 50%

funds are remitted to Civitan Interna-
tional Coin Box Project.  Club funds
shall be used only for activities deal-
ing with/relating to assisting persons
with mental or physical disabilities.
fruitcake
Did your club order Fruitcake from
Claxton Bakery last summer??  Civitan
International and Civitan Districts re-
ceive rebates from Claxton Bakery
based upon annual sales of fruitcakes
sold by Civitans.

2015:   3648 lbs. sold  
District Rebate:  $62.86    
2016:   3290 lbs. sold   
District Rebate:  $51.12

Other foundation Programs:
Civitan International Fellows & Junior
Fellows Program:
1. Civitan International Sustaining Re-
search Center Fellow $2,500 mini-
mum

2. Civitan International Foundation
Shropshire Fellow $1,200 minimum

3. Civitan International Research Cen-
ter Fellow $1,200 minimum

Contributions for the above three Fel-
lows are deposited into an endowed
fund with accrued interest used to
sponsor scholarships, fellowships
and/or grants.

1. Civitan International Freedom Fel-
low  $1,200 minimum

Contributions from the Freedom Fel-
low help support the General Fund of
Civitan International.
1. Junior Civitan International 
Research Center Fellow  $600 min-
imum

2. Junior Civitan International Fellow 
$300 minimum

Contributions are deposited into an
endowed fund with accrued interest
used to sponsor scholarships and/or
grants.
**To recognize an outstanding volunteer
with Fellow designation, complete the ap-
propriate application form (available on the
Civitan International website) and send with
contributions.

the legacy society:
The Legacy Society is a society of
honor open to all members who
make a planned gift to Civitan Inter-
national, i.e.:

Bequests Life estates
Charitable gift annuities
Gifts of property
Charitable remainder trusts
Charitable lead trusts
Beneficiary designations of life in-
surance or retirement plan assets

Because a planned gift represents a
significant commitment to Civitan’s fu-
ture, as an example for other Civitans,
membership in the Legacy Society is
for life. As a Legacy Society member,
you will receive the following:
• Annual invitation to the prestigious
President’s Council Reception

• Lapel pin handcrafted of white
gold denoting your membership

• The satisfaction that you are ensur-
ing the future of Civitan Interna-
tional

Major Gifts society:
This Society was developed to en-
hance the work of Civitan through-
out the world.  It gives you, the
member, an opportunity to give to
Civitan directly so you can be a part
of ensuring a strong future for our or-
ganization:
Pearl Level:          $10,000- $24,999.99

Ruby Level:            $25,000 - $49,999.99

Sapphire Level:    $50,000 - $99,999.99

Diamond Level:    $100,000 - 199,999.99

founders society:
Individuals or couples who contribute
over $200,000.00.  Portraits are hung
at Civitan International World Head-
quarters in Birmingham, Alabama.


