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Innovative Online Chapter 
Chartered March 16th
By Dr. Diane Potts, Campus Civitan Chair

Heartland Campus Civitan Online

chartered on March 16, at the Area 2

meeting in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma,

recognizing 22 charter members all

across the Heartland District.  Students

and Civitans were able to join the live

charter celebration from a distance via

web conference.  As a district-wide

and online campus organization,

Heartland Campus Civitan Online will

provide opportunities for every college

student residing in or attending college

in the district to participate. 

Campus Civitan Online club-

builders are Keith Carpenter (Starlight

Civitan Club President-Elect and

Heartland Campus Club-Northeastern

State University, Broken Arrow),

Shannon West (Starlight President

and Heartland Campus-NSU), Casey

Worden (Tulsa Community College

Campus Club and Heartland Campus-

Oklahoma State University, Stillwa-

ter), and Dr. Diane Potts (Heartland

District Campus Chair, Starlight, TCC

Campus, and Heartland Campus

Clubs). All club builders are former

TCC Campus Club members who

served in leadership roles.

Heartland District

clubs have shown sup-

port from the beginning,

and eight sponsoring

clubs throughout the dis-

trict provided member-

ship dues for chartering

members. Currently, co-

advisors for the new

campus organization are

Dr. Samuel Asante-NSU

and Dr. Potts.

Heartland Campus

Civitan Online has al-

ready been actively en-

gaged with speakers and projects. A

focus on addressing food insecurities

and personal life barriers for 

college students has provided 

the opportunity for students to identify

specific needs for their own college cam-

puses. Outreach to Junior Civitans at

their convention in Shawnee Heights,

Kansas, found Heartland Campus stu-

dents joining online to share opportuni-

ties for Campus Civitan involvement as

Juniors move on to college. 
Continued on page 4
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GOVERNOR

Grace Farmer
grace1956@aol.com 
918-440-4405
Bartlesville

GOVERNOR ELECT

Patti Manus
pattimanus@cablelynx.com 
870-703-4355
Hope 

IMMEDIATE PAST GOVERNOR

Frank Kelley
civitanfrank@yahoo.com
Lancaster-Melton
Peacekeepers & 
Lawrence ACTION

PAST GOV. DIRECTOR & TRAINING-
FOUNDATION CHAIR

Patty Bottorff
tkmud@sbcglobal.net 
785-272-8066
Topeka

SECRETARY

Toni Harjo
toniharjo65@gmail.com 
918-214-5805
Bartlesville

TREASURER

Harold Connell
brookiowa@aol.com 
316-204-6202
Wichita

JUDGE ADVOCATE

Bill Buscher
bsbuscher@sbcglobal.net 
785-817-7494
Topeka

AREA 1 DIRECTOR
Terra Morehead
terra.morehead@gmail.com
913-208-9642
Lancaster-Melton Peacekeepers,
Orchids/KC XMen &
Lawrence Action

AREA 2 DIRECTOR

Dale deReign
dale.dereign@cox.net
918-381-4945
Starlight/Broken Arrow

AREA 3 DIRECTOR

Lowell French
ldfrench01@gmail.com
Paragould

AREA 4 DIRECTOR

Jack Truesdell
jtruesdell150@comcast.net 
501-831-5051
Little Rock

AREA 5 & 6 DEPUTY DIRECTOR

David Ansel
david.ansel@sbcglobal.net 
713-705-5487
Houston Clearlake

AREA 7 DIRECTOR

Richard Shepard
rshephard1964@yahoo.com 
580-747-7840
Enid

JUNIOR  CIVITAN CHAIR

Carolyn Edwards
cgedwards46@att.net 
Topeka

CAMPUS CLUBS

Diane Potts
diane.potts@tulsacc.edu 
918-740-6039
TCC Campus

AWARDS CHAIR

Aaron Morris
aaron.morris@windstream.com
Broken Arrow

SERGEANT AT ARMS

Steve Cowan
s.cowan1@cox.net
918-232-7852
Broken Arrow

CHAPLAIN

Bill Ester
ester360p@gmail.com
316-243-6610
Wichita

VIRTUAL COMMUNICATION

Mary Henthorn
mhenthorn3@sbcglobal.net
501-680-2397
West Little Rock

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Twyla Pruden
tjypruden54@gmail.com 
870-777-7587
Hope

WEBSITE & DESIGN

David Overton
david@overtondesign.net 
214-357-1272
Dallas

CLUB BUILDING

Marcia Dechand
dechandm@yahoo.com 
785-845-3537
Topeka/Lawrence

COIN & CANDY BOX

Harold Connell 
brookiowa@aol.com 
316-204-6202
Wichita

CONVENTION COORDINATOR

Dale deReign
dale.dereign@cox.net
918-381-4945
Starlight/Broken Arrow

The Heartland Express

Get on board the Heartland Express!
Heartland Express is the quarterly
newsletter of the Heartland District Civi-
tans. It's your source for news of all activ-
ities and plans across the five states of
Heartland District. Send your photos and
news items for publication in the
newsletter to our editor, Twyla Pruden at
tjypruden54@gmail.com.

20 18 - 2019  HEART LAND D I S T R I C T L EADER SH I P T EAM

Civitans needed for the following positions:
Assistant Area Director, Area 4 • Area Director, Area 5 & 6

Contact Governor Grace Farmer (email & phone top left)  if interested.

mailto:tjypruden54@gmail.com
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Traveling for Civitan – Heartland District 
Patti Manus, 2018-2019 Governor-Elect

Currently, I am Governor-Elect for the Heartland District and am attend-
ing area meetings.  Through my travels, I am learning what a large district
Heartland is, geographically speaking.  However, I am also being made
aware of how scenically beautiful our district is; thus, making the driving
experiences pleasant ones.  More importantly, the Civitan members I meet
along the way emphasize their true dedication to teaching good cit-
izenship and to supporting individuals with intellectual/ develop-
mental disabilities.

While visiting with some of the attendees at the Area II meeting
in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, not only did I learn the city is actually
large enough to have three Walmart stores, but also that their local

club has many members who have someone in their families with intellec-
tual/developmental disabilities.  Additionally, the favorite activities in the
area clubs often seem to be ones involving people with intellectual/devel-
opmental disabilities.  

Being the parent of a “young” lady who is challenged, both physically
and intellectually, is why I was encouraged to join the Civitan Club in Hope,
Arkansas, in 2009. As I attend all levels of Civitan functions, it is thrilling

to see people with developmental challenges front and center, in a
totally accepting way. 

Robin, the oldest of my four children, will celebrate her 60th
birthday in September and she has been a positive influence for
family, friends, and others in her world, as well as a driving force in
my life.  As my other children say, “Robin is special.” 

Hello, fellow
Civitans!   The
year is half over
and there is still
a lot to accom-
plish.   I know all
the clubs in the

district are working hard to keep
Civitan alive and growing.   We
have had  some great area meetings
and I want to thank the Area Di-
rectors for their hard work in put-
ting these meetings together.   At
our Area 2 meeting, we had the in-
stallation of the new Heartland
District Campus Civitan Club.
Thanks to Dianne Potts, Campus
Clubs chair, for her work in getting
this new group going.   Our District
Junior Civitan Convention was
March 30, thanks to Junior Civitan
Chair Carolyn Edwards, and Kris-
ten Hines was elected new Junior 

Governor for the Heartland Dis-
trict. There is a lot going on in our
great district.

I have made my plans for
Greenville, South Carolina, for the
International Convention, July 3-6,
and I am hoping to see lots  of  Civ-
itans  from the Heartland District
there. Patti Manus, from Hope,
Arkansas, will be installed as  our
Governor and it should be a great
time for everyone.   August is com-
ing up soon and it will be time for
our District Convention in Broken
Arrow, OK, August 24-26.   Dale
deReign  is working hard on
preparing a great time for us.   Our
International President Bob Jones
and our Membership Specialist
Meredith Binkley will be joining us
for this special weekend.   We will
have fun in the Rose District on

Friday night, but that is just the be-
ginning.   Saturday will include our
business portion and our Citizen of
the Year luncheon.    You will hear
what is happening at the interna-
tional level, do some fun team-
building with others, and see where
your membership takes you.  There
will also be time to relax
and share time with  fellow
Civitans from across the dis-
trict.   Saturday night, we
will install Patti Manus as
your new Governor, along
with other district officers,
and she will assume her du-
ties October 1.  

As I finish my last few
months as Governor,  we
need to be thinking how we
can grow Civitan in the
Heartland District. If you

have an idea for a new club, please
get with Marcia Dechand, as she is
in charge of Club Building and can
get you started on how to build a
club.   Thank you to everyone for
all you do for the district and let’s
grow Civitan!

Grace Farmer, 2018-2019 Governor
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Heartland Campus Civitan
Online Chartered
(contd from page one)

For Civitan Awareness Month

and Autism Awareness Month, 

students and guests were joined

online by Dr. Sarah Ryan, with the

Civitan Research Center/Sparks

Clinics, for an informative 

and stimulating

conversation on

autism and the

work at CIRC. 

Currently, Heartland Campus Civ-

itan Online has joined with Fort Smith

Civitans for a fundraiser — selling tick-

ets to the Naturals, Double-A baseball

team affiliate of the Kansas City Roy-

als, game scheduled for Sunday, May

19, at 2 p.m. in Springdale, Arkansas.

Tickets are $9 each. This is an excellent

family outing, with free hot dogs for

the children and a park on the

grounds which includes Jupiter jump

and other amazing activities for kids.

Consider joining this event by pur-

chasing tickets to support two of the

newest Civitan clubs in the Heartland

District or by sponsoring tickets for in-

dividuals with disabilities, such as

those served by Bost, Inc., where

many Civitans completed service

projects during the last district con-

vention. To purchase tickets, go to

heartland.campuscivitan@yahoo.com

or contact Ryan Millican, Fort Smith

Civitan and Heartland Campus Civi-

tan, at ryan.millican@lrmrivervalley-

marketing.com , or link to EventBrite

through our FaceBook page.

Campus Civitans are planning a

Hangout Zone at the Heartland

District Convention August 24-26

in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma. Come

by our suite for fun and fellowship!

If you would like to join us at

our online meetings, let us know:

heartland.campuscivitan@yahoo.com

.  Like us on FaceBook: Heartland

Campus Civitan Online.

Carolyn Edwards
Named International
Junior Fellow

Carolyn Edwards was recently

recognized by the Civitan Club of

Topeka, Kansas, as a Foundation

Civitan International Junior Fellow. 

Carolyn, who serves the Heart-

land District as Junior Civitan Chair,

has been a member of the Civitan

Club of Topeka since 2008.   “She has

worked tirelessly for many years

with our Shawnee Heights Junior

Civitan Club,” said Bill Buscher, for-

mer Civitan International President,

member of the Topeka Club and cur-

rent Judge Advocate for the Heart-

land District.   “She has also worked

with our Washburn Ichabod Cam-

pus Club,” he continued.

Carolyn’s recognition occurred in

conjunction with a luncheon honor-

ing graduating seniors of the Shawnee

Heights Junior Civitan Club.

mailto:heartland.campuscivitan@yahoo.com
mailto:ryan.millican@lrmrivervalleymarketing.com
mailto:ryan.millican@lrmrivervalleymarketing.com
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2019Heartland
DistrictConvention
B R O K E N  A R R OW ,  O K L A H O M A
August 23-25, 2019
Stoney Creek Hotel & Conference Center

Join your fellow Heartlanders in Broken Arrow,
Oklahoma for all the fun, business meetings and
awards that always make our district convention
the highlight of the Civitan year. 

Watch your email for registration
and convention details coming soon!

By Patty Bottorff, Philanthropy Liaison

New brochures for the Fellows

Program, Legacy Society and Major

Gift Society are now available to

download at Civitan International

– civitan.org/support programs.

Civitan has a
new fundrais-
ing partner —
Topgolf.  Clubs
in Jacksonville

and Denver have already booked
their golf tournaments with Topgolf.
For more information, contact Direc-
tor of Donor Relations and Major
Gifts Jenny Ely — jenny@civitan.org.

There is a new website,

www.CivitanBreakthru.com, for

the 26th Annual Breakthru Golf

Tournament. If you have not signed

up to play in this event at the Inter-

national Convention, it’s not too

late; or you can help support a

golfer who is participating by mak-

ing a donation to his or her effort.

Also at the International Con-

vention in Greenville, South Car-

olina, you might consider

participating in Civitan Fest on

July 4. This event brings together

Civitans who support individuals

with intellectual and developmen-

tal disabilities; proceeds go to the

Civitan International Research

Center.  There will be carnival

games and fun fair-themed food.

Civitans must raise a minimum of

$150.00 to participate in this event.

For more information, visit the

website www.civitanfest.com

S P R I N G  2 0 1 9

Philanthropy Liaison Update

www.civitanfest.com
www.CivitanBreakthru.com
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Heartland Civitan Leadership
Academy is Now Open
By Frank Kelley, Director, HD CLA

The Heartland District Civitan

Leadership Academy staff is pleased

to announce that our Civitan Lead-

ership Academy is open for registra-

tion and course attendance!  The

program of study is made up of five

(5) courses with a total of twenty

nine (that’s right, 29!) modules that

cover a wide range of 

topics that a leader

needs to know 

well into their 

future. Module

Topics include

Fundamentals

of Leadership,

Budgeting and

Finance, Meeting

Management, Ethics, a

plethora suite of communi-

cations-related topics, among a host

of other topics.  The Academy mod-

ules are totally completed on your

own time and at your own pace

using a variety of instructional and

adult learning techniques.

To enroll, you will need to com-

plete the registration form today

and send it to Dr. Diane Potts at

diane.potts@tulsacc.edu.  The reg-

istration form is included in this

issue. Upon receiving your regis-

tration form, Dr. Potts will register

you into the Academy and send

you a welcome email explaining

your next steps. If you have any

questions, please email them to Dr.

Potts or Frank Kelley at civitan-

frank@yahoo.com and we will

reply to you.  

Would you help us please? If

you know new (or perhaps not as

new) Civitan leaders who would

benefit from our program, please

share this article and the

registration form with

them and encourage

them to enroll.

You may nomi-

nate them on

your own; just

complete the regis-

tration form on the

last page of this

newsletter and send it

to us. We will reach out to

them with more information.

Again, please accept my most

heartfelt appreciation for stepping

up to make a substantial difference

in your life as a Civitan and contin-

uing your Civitan Leadership jour-

ney with us! Thank you!

The Heartland District Civitan 
Leadership Academy Staff:

Frank Kelley, Director

Patty Bottorff Bill Buscher

Dr. Diane Potts Bob Shell

Gerry Yotter

Message from Heartland Past
Governor Frank Kelley

Candidate for 2019-20 Civitan International President-Elect

Hello Heartland Civitans!   Can you believe it?  We

are just weeks away from our 2019 Civitan Interna-

tional Convention in Greenville, South Carolina! The

year has been just flying by, literally! I am sure that

as you read my message (Thank YOU!), you have

been busy with your own club (or clubs) and some

of you have been working diligently at the District

Level. You are to be congratulated, a hearty Sa-Lute

to each and every one of you!

Many of you know me, but I realize there are some

of you who do not. Well, let’s fix that.  There is one

awesome way that I can meet you and you can meet me. That is in Greenville

at our International Convention.  It is a blast and there is sooooo much to do,

old friendships to renew, and new friends to meet. It is an excellent opportu-

nity for a new Civitan to really learn what Civitan is really about!

May I ask you, individually, a question: Would you help me please?  You

may be asking yourself, what can I do?  You can help me as a member of my

home District by registering for the convention as a certified delegate for

your club so that you can support my candidacy and vote for me! I am ready

to go to work for you.    I believe that Civitan is at a crossroads, with two

choices: Choice One is to stay where we are now with a limited future, or

Choice Two is to start looking at initiating changes that will move our Civ-

itan organization into the future as an innovative and exciting organization.

YOU  are important; for without you, there would be no Civitan.   Our Fu-

ture is about Opportunity and Change; for without these, there is no future. 

Please register now for the International Convention!  Just go to

www.civitan.org and click on the convention Icon.

I look forward to seeing all of you in Greenville.   Come by my table to chat,

share your thoughts, and to ask questions.   Thank you for your support!!  

Warmest Regards,  Frank
Candidate for 2019-2020 President-Elect
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Talented Civitans Asked to Serve
By Frank Kelley, Immediate Past Governor, civitanfrank@yahoo.com

“Why should I be a leader?”

You may be asking yourself this very question. Well, I hope to be able to convince you that being a leader offers great benefits to your personal

life as well as your business life.  The reason I ask you this question is that the Heartland District is looking for talented Civitans to step up to serve

in several elected positions for the 2019-2020 Civitan year beginning October 1, 2019.  

We have the following positions available: Governor Elect, Past Governor Director, and several Area Directors. These positions offer outstanding

opportunities to learn more about Civitan, to meet new people, and to spread one’s wings as a volunteer leader. 

In my pondering over this topic, I came across an article entitled “Why do Leaders Exist” by Michael Hyatt, formerly the Chairman and CEO of

Thomas Nelson Publishers and a New York Times bestselling author.  I invite you to read it once and put it down. Then come back later and reread

it to see if it changes your view on leadership. I honestly believe that it will.

I believe that we can make great things happen here in the Heartland District. Things that will make a difference in your life as well as the lives

of others. But you need to take that first step.

Let me know that you are interested in leadership opportunities and I or other current District Leaders will reach out to you with additional in-

formation. Thank you for reading my article and for the work that you do as a Civitan!
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Why do Leaders Exist?  
By Michael Hyatt

My answer to the question is this: 
Leaders exist to create a shift in reality.

Without leaders, things drift along. They go
where they want to go, following the path of least
resistance. However, when this is not desirable—
or acceptable—you hire, elect, appoint or become
a leader. The leader’s job is to overcome resist-
ance and make things flow in a different direction.
His or her job is to create a different reality.

So how do you create a shift in the status quo?
∂ Identify what needs to change.This is com-

monly called the situation analysis. What is un-
acceptable about your current environment?
What frustrates you? What disappoints you?
What needs to change?

∑ Determine the outcome you are after. This is
what is commonly called vision. Getting clear on
the what is more important than understanding
how you are going to get there. What do you
want to create in the place of the status quo?
∏ Decide how you will achieve your outcome. This
is what is commonly called strategy. There are numer-
ous ways to get to the same destination. Good leaders
pick the one that will produce the results they are
after in the most economical way.

π Create an action plan. It is not enough to de-
termine your vision and decide on a strategy, you
must carefully craft an action plan with specific
milestones and due dates. You have to be able to
chart your progress.

As you go through this process, you must
enroll your team. This is the mark of great lead-
ers. If you don’t do this, you can expect resist-
ance. And, it’s not because your people are
rebellious, lazy, or stupid. It’s because you
didn’t do your job as a leader.

With a clear plan, and an aligned team, you
can move mountains.
© 2016, Michael S. Hyatt. All rights reserved. Originally
published at  www.michaelhyatt.com.
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As of

March 31,

t h i r t e e n

clubs in the

H e a r t l a n d

District have

remitted funds for the Coin Box

Project, totaling $2,820.77.  Like-

wise the clubs have retained the

same amount for projects in their 

communities to assist persons with

intellectual or developmental dis-

abilities.  The Bartlesville, OK, Club

leads the pack at this point with

$812.10, followed closely by the

Civitan Club of Wichita, KS, which

has remitted $743.87.  

Nine clubs have remitted funds

for the Candy Box Project totaling

$3,211.00 as of March 31.  Clubs 

retain 25% of the total collections

from the Candy Boxes, providing

them with a total of $1,070.33 to go

along with their Coin Box funds for

projects in their communities to 

assist persons with intellectual or

developmental disabilities. The Civ-

itan Club of Wichita leads the pack

with nearly half of the total for the

district with $1,528.34 remitted.

Number two is the El Dorado, AR,

Civitan Club with $569.07 remitted.

If you would like more informa-

tion about either of the club

fundraisers, please contact our

Heartland District Candy/Coin Box

Chair, Harold Connell, who sub-

mitted the above information, via

e-mail at brookiowa@aol.com.  

Claxton FruitCake

2018 SaleS report

Club Name Pounds Sold

El Dorado 240

Enid 48

Hutchinson 312

Jonesboro 648

Little Rock Downtown 360

Searcy 432

Topeka 144

Total pounds 2,184

Rebate Amount $25.50
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District Candy &
Coin Box Update
By Harold Connell, Candy/Coin Box Chair

Getting 
the Message  
to AllCivitans
A “tech tip” from Mary Henthorn, Heartland District PR/Virtual Communications

Last quarter I mentioned how our fellow members who don’t use com-

puters may find it difficult to read Civitan Magazine, newsletters, and rou-

tine club correspondence.  I’ve received some good ideas from you about

ways we can work within our clubs to make good use of email and social

media while assisting and making accommodations for those who have lim-

ited tech experience.

8 Know your members’ use of tech tools – who uses text, email, Inter-
net, Facebook.  This can be added to your club’s roster.

8 For every electronic communication, call all individuals who
wouldn’t see the message.

8 Some clubs call all members for regular communication.  Some set up
a call tree.  Muskogee uses an automated calling system, CallingPost,
to contact all members.

8 Review the Civitan International Magazine and Heartland Express
during a club meeting.

8 Pair members who are comfortable with tech tools with those who
have computers but limited experience to help them get comfortable
accessing Civitan information.

8 Print a copy or two of Heartland Express for those who can’t access it
online.

8 Make announcements during meetings about any Civitan emails or
on-line postings that some members may have missed.

8 Some people find it easier to use a tablet, such as  iPad, Galaxy Tab or
Amazon Fire, rather than a phone or computer to access email, the
Internet, and Facebook. 

Contact me with ideas, questions or concerns any time. 
Mary Henthorn, Heartland District PR/Virtual Communications, 
mhenthorn3@sbcglobal.net, 501 680-2397.

Mary is a member of the West Little Rock, Arkansas, Civitan Club

mailto:mhenthorn3@sbcglobal.net
mailto:brookiowa@aol.com
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The Civitan Club of Wichita,

Kansas, recently concluded its

spring fundraiser - selling grape-

fruit, oranges, apples and pears.

The club netted approximately

$660 from the sale.  

The club also held its annual

chili feed March 2 to benefit area

Special Olympians.  Along with the

$440 raised, the club added to the

amount and presented the Inde-

pendents Special Olympians Team

with a check for $750.  

The Wichita Civitans also

helped sponsor the new Heartland

Campus Civitan Online Club with

a donation of $50,

and each month the

club assists approxi-

mately 100 senior

citizens by trans-

porting food com-

modities from the

distribution point to

their low income

housing units.

The Civitan Club of

Jonesboro, Arkansas,

made approximately

$1,800 conducting a

silent auction of do-

nated items in conjunction

with a United Cerebral Palsy

telethon.  Club members also

served food and desserts dur-

ing the day to telethon partic-

ipants.  The telethon raised

over $104,700 for UCP.  The

Jonesboro Civitans will use

the money they made on the

auction for work with the in-

tellectual and developmentally dis-

abled community.

The Jonesboro club also pre-

pared 110 Easter baskets, filled

with t-shirts as well as candy-filled

eggs and other treats, for the resi-

dents of the Human Development

Center in Jonesboro.  

The Civitan Club of Hope,

Arkansas, conducted a raffle of a

large Easter basket filled with

stuffed toys, a book, candy-filled

eggs, large decorative papier mache

eggs, and other smaller items.  The

raffle netted $520 for the club to be

used to support local projects in-

cluding area Special Olympics

events, yearly salute to veterans,

annual clergy appreciation ban-

quet, Mother’s Day and Father’s

Day gifts to nursing home patients,

and other projects as needed.

The West Little Rock Civitan

Club loved putting together Easter

baskets for the families staying at

Little Rock Children's Hospital's

Ronald McDonald House again 

this year. Club members Jean 

Milner, Becky Fitzhugh and Karla

Fournier had a great time filling

the baskets while eating pizza at

Mary Henthorn's house. Karla pre-

pared a bag of homemade cookies

to add to each basket and with her

son, Chip, helped the Easter bunny

with delivery. 

CLOCKWISE, FROM
ABOVE LEFT: 

Hope, Arkansas
Civitan Twyla
Pruden, left,
presents the
winner of the
Hope Civitan
Club Easter
basket raffle
with her prize.

West Little Rock
Civitan, Karla
Fournier,
delivered Easter baskets for families staying at Ronald
McDonald House.

Ken Yancy of the Jonesboro, Arkansas Civitan Club
shows the club key he was awarded for his work getting 
items donated for a silent auction the club ran during a UCP telethon. 

Jonesboro, Arkansas Civitans Geneva Slayton, left, and Norma Purdom sort  and 
separate t-shirts for Easter baskets for Human Development Center residents.
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Fundraising and Generosity Springs Eternal



This quarter has
been super busy for the
Civitan Orchids of
Kansas City, Kansas, 
according to Terra More-
head of the Orchids,
who serves as Heart-
land District Area 1 
Director.  “Kansas an-
nounced in the fall that
it would be hosting the
first Kansas Miss
Amazing pageant,” she
said.  “The pageant showcases ladies 
between the ages of 10 and 34, and
we had been hoping for this opportu-
nity after our Oklahoma special
needs clubs shared their experiences
with the Oklahoma pageant.”

The Orchids decided to “sponsor”
five Orchids to attend this event,
which was held March 2, in Emporia,
Kansas.  “It was an amazing experience
for all five of the ladies,” said Morehead.
“Melissa Hylton and Michelle Frazier,
both over the age of 34, were able to
participate as ‘Shooting Stars.’  Megan
Parrish received first place for Com-
munity Service, mostly due to all of the
volunteer hours she accomplished as
an Orchid.  Erin Bowser was crowned
Junior Miss and Tami Hall was
crowned Senior Miss,” she continued.  

The Orchids voted to continue
sponsorship of Erin and Tami on
their road to the national pageant in

August in Chicago, Illinois.  
Other recent activities for the 

Orchids included preparing and serv-
ing the meal for the annual Kansas
City Special Olympics Award Dinner
and Dance on April 12, and fundrais-
ing by working concessions at the
Sporting KC professional soccer games,
according to Morehead. 

She also said, “The Orchids held
our 5th Annual Easter Egg Hunt on
April 20.  We stuffed 7,000 Easter eggs
at our April meeting.”  She said the
hunt drew in over 300 people, includ-
ing 175 children from a disadvantaged
area of the city.  Every child was given
a free ice cream cone from McDonalds,
and the Orchids also gave away a lot
of prizes, including Easter baskets,
backpacks, and six new bikes.  

“Every Civitan experience our
ladies are able to have enhances their
confidence, and self-esteem, and gives
them lots of memories,” said Morehead.  

Civitan Orchids – super busy!News from Happy Trails Civitan Club
The Happy Trails Civitan Club of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, celebrated its

second anniversary March 21, with a March Madness Game Night theme.  The
celebration included a membership meeting and three new members joined.  

In other exciting news from Happy Trails,
President Heather Hancock-Blackburn and
member Jenny Robby (in the white cap) re-
cently raised $615 for their Special Olympics
teams by participating in a Polar Plunge.  

When she’s not jumping into freezing
water, Heather is also a Miss Amazing.  She re-
cently passed on her title as Oklahoma’s Miss
Amazing 2018 at the 2019 pageant in Okla-
homa City.  Also representing Happy Trails
were member Lisa Schaffel, who won the
“People’s Choice” award, and Dwayne “Bubba”
Greenhoward, the club’s chaplain, who partic-
ipated in the “Right Hand Man” program, es-

corting participants on and off the stage during the event. Bubba is pictured
below escorting Heather, while Lisa is shown receiving her award.  

The Miss Amazing Pageant showcases the talents and abilities of girls
and women with intellectual disabilities.
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Amazing Orchids (l to r) Erin Bowser, Megan Parrish, 
Tami Hall, Melissa Hylton, and Michelle Frazier

10
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Dedication of Pavilion at Bartlesville Civitan Park
The Bartlesville Civitan Club ded-

icated a new pavilion in the Civitan

Park in Bartlesville on April 26. Toni

Harjo, president of the Bartlesville

Club, submitted this narrative on

the development of the park leading

up to the dedication of the pavilion.

Toni’s words:

“The accessible park was envi-

sioned so that any citizen, regardless

of ability, could enjoy the recre-

ational benefits of park equipment.

The park is accessible to wheelchairs,

walkers, crutches, and so forth; and

the rubberized surfacing protects el-

bows and knees from scratches and

bruises. There are challenging activ-

ity centers for all ages and abilities.

Included are special swings for se-

verely disabled participants and a

special ‘Sway Fun’ large enough for a

wheelchair to be rolled onto. Imagine

how it must feel to actually experi-

ence swinging for the first time in

your life. The Park is located at the

corner of Silver Lake Road and

Nowata Road in Bartlesville.

“The park was finished in 2005

and we started thinking about hav-

ing a pavilion here shortly after. We

realized that we needed to have a

shade cover over the majority of the

playground equipment and thanks

to a generous donation from the

Jeanalee and Charles Parson Foun-

dation, that project was completed

in 2014. I would like to add that

Charles Parsons was a long-time

member of the Bartlesville Civitan

Club. He died shortly after the ded-

ication of the shade cover.

“We started

raising funds for

the park pavilion

in 2016 when the

son of Morea

Prentice gave a

donation in mem-

ory of his Mom,

who had been a

member of our

Civitan club.

Thanks to the

Lyon Foundation

and major contributions from the

Bartlesville Civitan Club, Nancy

Pichler, Margaret and Dwight Boe-

siger, Helen Shell, and Tom Gorman,

in memory of Dwight Boesiger, the

club was able to raise the $30,500

needed to purchase the pavilion and

the ADA-accessible picnic tables. 

“The pavilion arrived in

Bartlesville in December 2017.  Esti-

mates on the assembly and installa-

tion exceeded $35,000. However,

Wayne Callaghan with Urbanhaus

Customs, Ron Griggs, Cramer Con-

crete, Harrison Drilling, Taggart Elec-

trical and Lance’s Landscape each

took a 30 percent discount on their

costs to ensure that this project could

happen, bringing the cost of the in-

stallation to $30,800. The installation

was completed in October 2018 and

the picnic tables arrived and were set

in December 2018.

“The City of Bartlesville was able to

earmark $20,000 for the project. To

cover the $10,000 shortfall, the

Jeanalee and Charles Parsons Founda-

tion again stepped up and donated

$8,500; and the Bartlesville Community

Foundation approved a $1,500 Legacy

Hall of Fame grant for the project.”

At the recent dedication of the

pavilion, Toni said, “The Bartlesville

Civitan Club thanks all of you for

your donations of time and money.

[We] dedicate this Civitan Park Pavil-

ion to families of all abilities in the

greater Bartlesville area. May they

enjoy it for years to come.”
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The 39th Annual Civitan-spon-

sored Special Olympics Individual Bas-

ketball Skills Competition was held

on Wednesday, March 13th, at

the Nutt Complex Gym on the

campus of Arkansas School

for the Deaf in Little Rock,

Arkansas.   

Thirteen members of

the Little Rock Civitan Club,

85 members of the Little

Rock Central High School 

Junior Civitan Club, 179 Special

Olympics athletes and

their coaches, mentors

and parents were in at-

tendance. Every Civitan

did their part and the

event was a huge success.

There were 16 schools repre-

sented; and over 400 hot dogs, 

provided by the Little Rock Pleasant

Valley Church of Christ

grill team, were

consumed.  

The event 

was  featured

on the front

page of the

Arkansas

Section of 

the Arkansas

Democrat

Gazette.

Special Olympics basketball skills
competition successful in Little Rock
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Scholarships awarded by Little Rock Civitan
The Little Rock, Arkansas,

Civitan Club awarded college

scholarships totaling $3,000 to

two Junior Civitan members

on April 4.  

Jennifer Song, 18, president

of Little Rock’s Central High

School Junior Civitan, received a

$2,000 award.  Katherine  “Kate”

Woziwodzki, 18, vice president,

received a $1,000 award.  

The annual Lewis Starling

Memorial Scholarships recog-

nize outstanding leadership,

volunteerism and community

service among the members of

the Central High School Junior

Civitan Club. The scholarships

are named in honor of long-

time Civitan Lewis Starling, who was a dedicated and active member of the Little

Rock club for more than 50 years prior to his death in 2018 at age 96.

Jennifer and Kate each shared their involvement in Junior Civitan and how

participating in the service organization has impacted their lives. They also re-

vealed their future plans: Jennifer will be attending Austin, Texas, Community

College in the fall, and Kate is enrolled in Loyola University in Chicago, Illinois.

Stanley Pryor, faculty sponsor of Central High Junior Civitan, was a special

guest. He praised the leadership and accomplishments of the two scholarship re-

cipients and the dedicated community service of all members of Central  High

Junior Civitan.

The Little Rock Central High School Junior Civitan Club  was launched in

2004 under the  sponsorship of the Little Rock Club. The junior club grew quickly

and soon became the largest Junior Club in Civitan International. Today, this

club has more than 230 members and is recognized as Central High School’s lead-

ing community service organization.

Jennifer Song of Little Rock
is presented a Lewis
Starling Memorial
Scholarship for 2019 by
Jane Dennis, Junior Civitan
liaison for the Little Rock
Civitan Club. 

Katherine “Kate”
Woziwodzki of Little Rock
receives a Lewis Starling
Memorial Scholarship for
2019 from Jane Dennis,
Junior Civitan liaison for
the Little Rock Civitan Club
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Heartland Junior
Civitan Convention 

Shawnee Heights Junior Civitans

hosted this year’s Heartland District

Junior Civitan convention at

Shawnee Heights Senior

High School in the Topeka

suburb of Tecumseh, Kansas,

on Saturday, March 31.

Guests included Heartland

District Governor Grace

Farmer; Heartland District

Campus Chair Diane Potts;

and Topeka Civitan Club

members Bill Buscher, a past

International President of

Civitan;  Marcia Dechand, a

past Heartland Governor;

Tim Edwards and Mindy

Meacham.

Following the Pledge of Allegiance

and the Junior Civitan Creed, new

Heartland District Governor Kristen

Hines gave the invocation, guests

were introduced, and an introductory

game was begun.  Dr. Renee Dexter,

Shawnee Heights Junior Civitan ad-

visor, had set up a Disability Aware-

ness Activity that everyone

participated in, which proved to be an

eye opening experience as well as

fun.

Lauren Fleischer and Bronze

Constantino, Shawnee Heights Jun-

ior Civitans, gave an interesting pres-

entation on Camp Barnabus, a camp

in Purdy, Missouri, for children with

disabilities.  Both are volunteer coun-

selors at the camp.

Diane Potts informed the group

about Campus Clubs and the new

Online Campus Club.

After lunch, Bill Buscher,

who now serves the Heart-

land District as Judge Advo-

cate, spoke on the

International Research Cen-

ter and Civitan Scholarships

available to Junior Civitans.

After sharing ideas and a

fun brain break led by Kris-

ten, the following officers,

all from the Shawnee

Heights Junior Civitan Club,

were elected and then

trained by Marcia Dechand,

who serves the District as Club

Building Chair.

Governor-Kristen Hines
Deputy Governor-Nathan Douthitt
Public Relations Coordinator-
Emma Steffen
Lieutenant Governor Area 1-
Josulyn Salsbury

There are still some officer posi-

tions to fill, according to Carolyn Ed-

wards, Heartland District Junior

Civitan Chair.  “It was a fun, educa-

tional experience for all and we hope

more clubs will be able to attend in

the future!” she said.

Minor League ballgame on tap for Fort Smith club
The Fort Smith Civitan Club will be a commu-

nity partner with the Northwest Arkansas

Naturals Minor League Baseball team on

Sunday, May 19, according to Lara Millican,

president of the Fort Smith Club.

“We are selling tickets for $9 per per-

son, and kids 12 and under will get a free

meal and can run the bases after the game,”

she said.  “We would love to invite anyone

who would like to come to the game to pur-

chase tickets from our Facebook page  @FSCivi-

tan. Tickets can either be mailed prior to the game, or

Civitan will have a table near ‘Will Call’ to pick up tickets that day. The link

to purchase is in the Facebook event for the game,” she continued.  Tickets

may also be purchased on Eventbrite.  If anyone has questions, email  civi-

tanfortsmith@gmail.com.

The game begins at 2:05 p.m. in Springdale, Arkansas.  The ballfield is lo-

cated at 3000 S. 56th Street, Millican said.  The deadline to purchase tickets

is Friday, May 3.

LINk To FACeBook NATurALS GAMe

event:    https://www.facebook.com/events/1248881095277699/

DIreCT LINk To orDer TICkeTS oNLINe:     

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fort-smith-civitan-naturals-game-tickets-

55711216749?aff=efbeventtix&fbclid=IwAR25HJIiOHPpjKQeRLDjE-

QxfqrzVV_uSxhMtM4E5TP42Ez3IVnpWXig6PzM

Oak Lawn Racing Event Rescheduled to Saturday, May 4th 

Millican said the previously scheduled Civitan event at Oaklawn Racing

in Hot Springs has been rescheduled to Saturday, May 4, when Oaklawn

will feature a Cinco de Mayo theme.  The link to that specific social event

is:  https://www.facebook.com/events/584694422044326/.  

All Civitans are invited to participate.
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Kristen Hines, the
new Heartland

District Junior Civitan
Governor, helping
with the District
Junior Convention  

https://www.facebook.com/events/584694422044326/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fort-smith-civitan-naturals-game-tickets-55711216749?aff=efbeventtix&fbclid=IwAR25HJIiOHPpjKQeRLDjEQxfqrzVV_uSxhMtM4E5TP42Ez3IVnpWXig6PzM
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fort-smith-civitan-naturals-game-tickets-55711216749?aff=efbeventtix&fbclid=IwAR25HJIiOHPpjKQeRLDjEQxfqrzVV_uSxhMtM4E5TP42Ez3IVnpWXig6PzM
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fort-smith-civitan-naturals-game-tickets-55711216749?aff=efbeventtix&fbclid=IwAR25HJIiOHPpjKQeRLDjEQxfqrzVV_uSxhMtM4E5TP42Ez3IVnpWXig6PzM
https://www.facebook.com/events/1248881095277699/
mailto:civitanfortsmith@gmail.com
mailto:civitanfortsmith@gmail.com
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By Diane Potts, PHD,CCPS, HS-BCP
Associate Professor, Tulsa Community College
Heartland District Campus Chair

Amazing could definitely be the

theme of the Spring 2019 semester

for Tulsa Community College Cam-

pus Civitan. 

Amazing Members: TCC Cam-

pus Civitan added 11 new members

this semester for a total of 27,

reaching the largest membership

in our history.

Amazing Shirts: TCC Campus

Civitan debuted club shirts with

the new Campus Civitan logo on

tie-dye this spring.  

oklahoma Miss Amazing Pag-

eant: We have been supporting

the Oklahoma Miss Amazing Pag-

eant since it began 7 years ago.

Oklahoma Miss Amazing provides

opportunities for girls and women

with disabilities to build confi-

dence and self-esteem in a support-

ive environment. 

Campus Civitan members took

this service project to an amazing

new level. Students began fundrais-

ing last fall in order to be able to 

travel overnight for the event. Spring

planning launched by hosting the

Oklahoma Miss Amazing State Di-

rector, Jordan Michela. Through our

online meeting space, Jordan pre-

sented an amazing overview of Miss

Amazing, which is now in more than

30 states and hosts a national 

pageant for the state

representatives for each

age group. Jordan

became involved in

Miss Amazing while a

TCC Campus Civitan

member and that

year’s President. 

Students then

created three amaz-

ing baskets for the

pageant’s silent auc-

tion. March 22-23

found a total of 21 amazing

TCC Campus Civitan mem-

bers and four family mem-

bers travelling to Oklahoma

City as Participants, Bud-

dies, Helping Hands, and

Right-Hand Men. One of

our own, Renee, was named

state representative for her

age group…amazing!

Many students are still

engaged with their girls and plan

to volunteer in future years. The

enthusiasm and support each

brought to the event was amazing

to behold … each of them repre-

sented Civitan in an amazing way.

Amazing oilers Hockey Game:

A shout out to thank Tulsa Metro

Civitan for treating TCC Campus

Civitan to a Tulsa Oilers hockey

game in conjunction with their an-

nual game day with Gatesway res-

idents – Tulsa won big time….so

amazing!  

Amazing PLS Celebration: TCC

students enjoyed planning and

hosting an end of semester celebra-

tion for Practical Living Skills class,

which serves adults with disabili-

ties. PLS students, families and

teachers enjoyed a “summer”

theme, Pasta Bar and Bingo with

TCC Campus Civitan. Food, fellow-

ship & fun – AMAZING! 

Planning to see you in August

for an amazing district convention! 
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TCC Campus Civitan – AMAZING!!!

TCC Campus Civitans’ Spring Celebration 
for Practical Living Skills class, featuring Bingo 

and a pasta bar!

TCC Campus Civitans, wearing their new club shirts 
at the Oklahoma Miss Amazing Pageant.

TCC Campus Civitans served as buddies 
for contestants at the Oklahoma Miss

Amazing Pageant.
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GREENVILLE, SC • JULY 3- JULY 6
HYATT  REGENCY  DOWNTOWN

Greenville is not your typical Southern town.

The city is not only a melting pot of people, but

also of flavors, With culinary influences from all

over the world. Good ‘ole Southern cooking with a

pinch of tradition and a dash of manners show-

cases Southern hospitality at its finest in

Greenville’s many kitchens. 

Hyatt Regency Downtown, Civitan’s host hotel

for this summer’s International Convention, sits

on Main Street at NOMA Square in Greenville,

South Carolina. Catch the live outdoor music of

Downtown Alive on Thursdays or Main Street Fri-

days, held in the square. These weekly traditions

provide the perfect opportunity to enjoy down-

town Greenville. The special Civitan rate at the

hotel is $119 per night for a single/double. 

Join the Civitan family in Greenville this July

to celebrate another year of service and focus on

our mission. Visit the convention page at

www.civitan.org for details. See you there! 

2 0 1 9  C I V I T A N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C O N V E N T I O N
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https://civitan.org/convention/
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A P P L I C A T I o N  F o r M

I wish to enroll in the Heartland District Civitan Leadership Academy (HDCLA) and pledge to make a diligent effort to
complete the program curriculum.

CandidateName _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________________________________________________ State ___________________________ Zip Code __________________

Phone Number(s) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

EmailAddress ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please answer the following questions in the space provided (use the reverse side if needed). 

1. Why are you applying to take the HD CLA program?

2. What leadership qualities do you feel you possess at this time?

3. Where do you see yourself in Civitan in 2 years ? 5 years ?

4. What is (are) your goal(s) for applying for the Academy program?
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